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Name value, but only secondary merit in the new Louis Bromfield- KENNY (Harper) three 
short stories, and Olive Higgins Prouty's HOME PORT (Houghton, Mifflin). A new Wallace 
Stegner for a select audience, and a new Angela Thirkell for her devotees. Hartzell 
Spence has a colorful story of the. conquistadores, VAIN SHADOW (Whittlesey House). 

And for the crime file, a new Erle Stanley Gardner and Richard Powell. See reports below. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
April 15 


Jameson, Storm BEFORE THE CROSSING Macmillan 
$2.75 
Report repeated from page 8 of the January lst bulletin, as follows: “Renn 
was known to acquaintances- and most of his friends- as a novelist of rather abstruse, 
highbrow appeal; actually, this occupation cloaked his work as a sort of counter-es- 
Pionage agent. This is his story, a story of a rather starved and twisted and insecure 
scul, seeking a kind of sadistic satisfaction in his work, and caught up, now and again, 
in the emotional undertones. One such experience resulted from the "catch" in the net 
he spread to reach a solution regarding the violent death of his "friend", the ubiq- 
uitous and always gay Henry Smith. He was working on an official assignment at the 
same time, and oddly the two investigations seem to overlap, to bring into focus first 
one, then another, involved in two hunts. There is the poisonous Swan, and his pilot; 
there is Swan's wife, a nymphomaniac, whose starved marriage persuades her to seek 
satisfaction anywhere it is offered; there is one of her lovers, "T.S.", and his wife, 
the rich and powerful Evelyn; there are the Fords, almost innocently involved in the 
international implications; and there are the Costers, particularly Arnold, who at 
eighteen is made a tool of Georgina Swan's passions. It is a queer, introverted book, 
dealing with @ group of insecure, abnormal people, in an abnormal world on the verge 
of war." 


Verissimo, Erico CONSIDER THE LILIES reesey 
3.00 
By the author of last year's The Rest Is Stlence, this is again a competent, 
orderly, thematic novel which alternates present and past to tell the story of Eugenio, 
a doctor. Eugenio, whose childhood in Brazil was dominated by the poverty he hated, 
gets a chance to forget its humiliations when he marries rich, brittle, intellectual 
Eunice- rather than Olivia, also a doctor, whom he had loved. The years of material 
comfort and success bring no happiness, increase his dissatisfaction and defeat. With 
Olivia's death, he is given the impetus to divorce Eunice and to return to the poor 
as he goes into practice among them, and where for the first time he loses his fear 
of failure. Sincerely intentioned, but only questionably popular. 
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April 25 


Roberts, Dorothy James THE MOUNTAIN JOURNEY nessa 
3.00 
Concentrated on an experience of childbirth in the West Virginia mountain 
country, this is not only more than explicit coverage of this ordeal, but also a con- 
trast between civilized conduct and the primitive, superstitious forces still dominant 
in that part of the country. Refusing to go by boat to the hospital when her labor 
starts, Laurel insists on attempting to cross the mountain by foot, with Cace, her hus- 
band, Payn, native neighbor. On the way, time and again, Lucy Whitewater comes to mind, 
the local midwife and witch woman whose attendance Laurel had refused, even though she 
had accepted one of her charms. Breaking down midway, Laurel is taken to the mountain 
teacher's house where she bears the baby, and where, after an episode of violence, Cace's 
hatred of Lucy Whitewater is tempered by the revelation that she had been his father's 
woman.. Sustained interest here, even if directed on an experience which only women 
(and not all women) will want to read about. 


April 72? 


Hedden, Worth THE OTHER ROOM Crown 
$2.75 
A popular, but not cheap, handling of what is highly inflammatory material, 
this tells the story of protected, pretty Virginian Nina Latham, who accepts a position 
to teach in a New Orleans school, once there learns it's a Negro school with a mixed 
faculty. Fighting her initial inclination to leave, Nina stays on and after the first 
emotional jar of mixing with Negroes- gains an intellectual respect for them she had 
never had. Attracted to Leon Warwick, who might have passed, time breaks down all 
barriers, both admit their love, and though Nina is willing to marry him, Leon refuses- 
knowing that his work for his race will be jeopardized by a white wife. Nina, returning 
home, can no longer live there after this experience~ goes north. A sustained story of 
romantic attraction, racial taboo, not on the literary level of previous firecrackers 


but certainly readable. 
May.5 


Clark, Christopher THE UNLEASHED WILL Little, re ye P 
2.50 

A first novel, this is a community closeup of a crime as Clear Water, Minn., 
witnesses the rape and murder of fifteen year old May Lou Godwin by her brother, Paul, 
and the preconditioning of the crime is brushed in, chronologically, cumulatively. 
Here were the Godwins, poor but upstanding, Abel with his rougher ways, Henrietta who 
was placidly maternal, vigilantly Methodist, and her death which was to affect Paul 
more than was evident on the surface. Paul, constrained, self righteous, intense, in 
contrast to the saucy, pretty Mery Lou, lived in the self-deception of his power, his 
godliness, was driven by a sudden violence to kill, was sustained thereafter by a wild 
elation... Further fictionization of pathological deviation and delusion, here the 
brutality is offset by the commonplaces of community ways and talk, though for effective- 
ness other books in this genre have been more successful. 


May 6 


Gwyn, Thomas THE DARK PHILOSOPHERS Little, mye 

2.00 

A conversational style, with undercurrents of subtlety, and caustic humor, 

redeem this episodic essay- which is scarcely a novel. Mostly it is concerned with the 
musings of the boys in the back room of Idomeno's tea shop, Ben, Walter, Arthur, young 
Willie and the author. Dark their philosophy may be, but it is a healthy one, full of 
insight, simplicity. In the midst of the iepression= between wars, in a poor section of 
a Welsh mining community,- the boys enjoy talking over the sick world and the roor 
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"voters", their term for anybody and everybody. Placed in neon position is the Reverend 
@ Emmanuel and his story, a man who compromised with his ideals only to have them return 
, too late for beneficiary results... The market for this will be limited. 


19 
Mey x2 
Spence, Hartzell VAIN SHADOW: Whittlesey 
ll $3.00 
* Here, in colorful and dramatic terms, is a story that must have been many times 


repeated as the conquistadores set their seal upon the new world. This is in particular 
the story of Orellano, discoverer of the Amazon. An ambitious and gifted Spaniard, eager 

; to win a governorship and wealth in Peru, Orellano suffered incredible deprivations and 
losses to bring a handful of wasted, ragged men to a promised meeting with Pizarro, one 
of the famous brothers. Pizarro gave him recognition and honeyed words; he appointed 
him commander and when he himself met failure, he turned on Orellano and sought his life. 
The main body of the story traces the adventures on river and in the jungle, the dis- 
covery of the Amazon, the return to Spain to seek the wherewithal to return and colonize. 
It is an enthralling story for those who like picaresque adventure; it is based on 
scholarship and a tremendous zest for his material evident in the richness of his back- 
ground. <A far cry, however, from One Foot In Heaven. This will be heavily backed by 
the publishers. 


May 16 
Hough, Henry Beetle LONG ANCHORAGE Apple ton-Century 
$3.00 
* I think this is fundamentally a better book than John Jennings Salem Frigate 


@ and for the same market. The setting is primarily New Bedford, whaling center, at the 
moment when industry (textiles) was rearing an unwelcome head, “meeting scepticism and 
resentment among those leading families whose livelihood stemmed from the sea. The 
story spans 50 years in comparative detail, in the pattern of Russell Aashmead's stormy 
career-non-conforming son of one of these families, and a brief postscript brings the 
story down to 1922, when Russell, storms behind him, takes his wife Mary, on a Fall River 
liner, in wry recognition of the more romantic voyage of escape they had continually 
postponed. Good Americana this, a substantial slice of New England in the process of 
growth, regional values as New Bedford celebrates its 100th anniversary of "city" status, 
and a good tale withal. The author is a familiar name to all who know the Vineyard where 
he is editor of the famous Vineyard Gazette. 


May 20 


Hopkinson, Tom MIST IN THE TAGUS Little, reg 
2.50 
The reaction of a band of cosy indolents on an English tourist, Caroline 

Page, whose fortnight holiday in a Portuguese fishing village brings her an abortive 
‘ romance. A capricious decision to banish a distasteful affaire sends Caroline to 
Marinha and into a cosmopolitan group, dominated by the absent poet, leo. It is Leo's 
best friend, Robert, with whom Caroline falls in love, and whom she tries to rescue from 
his adoration of Leo. It is the group, and their gradual revelations, it is Leo's return 
that enlightens Caroline as to her inability to be absorbed by such symbolical decadents. 
A tale that might have had more impact if it had had more substance, both in characters 
and atmosphere. 3 

2 


Bromfield, Louis KENNY Harper 
$2.50.) 

Three long short stories: xenny, a charming and rather eerie tale of a fawn- 
like boy who wins a place for himself on an Ohio farm, grows up there, and when the war 
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brings an end to his life, finds a way to return through his friend and a stray dog and 
a baby; Retread, story of a man wno feels impelled to get combat duty in World War II, 
tries to vie with the son he adores in the Pacific, and his return to the town where he 
had been billeted in 1918 where he finds that he has another son, and that he can do 
nothing about it. The third story, The End of the Road, is scarcely more than a bit of 
reminiscence- a final chapter in a personality profile of an American fast-stepper on 
the make... Three stories, good enough, but not important either as top drawer short 


stories- or as adding to Bromfield's reputation. 
May 22 


Prouty, Olive Higgins HOME PORT Houghton, wee 
2.75 

Second string Prouty, not measuring up to the really sound psychological novel, 

Now, Voyager, this is the contrived story of a young man whose life has been devoted to 

an attempt to equal the record of his older brother. After an accident, a period of 

unconsciousness, he finds that this little world thinks he has died a hero's death. So 

he destroys the evidence of his survival, goes eway and for two years lives as another 

person. He falls in love, and when the war comes, tells the girl his story. She covers 

for him, and he goes into the navy where he becomes a real hero- and his pictures in the 

paper give him back his identity. A readable enough yarn, but superficial and unimportant. 


Rentals chiefly. 
May 26 


Lee, Andrew THE INDIFFERENT CHILDREN ra | 
3.00 
An over-diffuse story centered on self-centered Beverly Stregelinus, the party 
world of 1941, and the delineation of modern aridity confronted with the war. To Beverly 
and his circle of unrooted souls, there is his hopelessness in his job, his unwilling- 
ness to marry, and the escape into the Navy. But the Navy, with petrified routine, shore 
detail, involves Beverly only with a remorseless little egotist, Audrey, in Panama, gets 
him engaged to a family choice in Miami. Beverly's one decent gesture is to defend his 
skipper when he realizes the organized politics behind the latter's trial. Active duty 
in the Solomons, and death by a buzz homb complete the story. A range from art and social 
New York circles, to diplomatic and Naval groups in Panama, give variety to the back- 
grounds, while an affected hysteria, and an over-extensive cast of characters, who almost 
all talk too much, give this a monotonous tone. 








May 29 


Hunt, Barbara A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC em 9c" 
2.7> 
This does not resemble the author's earlier book Sea Change in continuing tales 
of the supernatural, but is a preoccupation with death- those who are about to die, and 
those who know that death is near. Ex-GI, Henry J. Stubbs chances into Gavin MacDowell's | 
life just when Gavin realizes his death is momentarily due, and that the problem of pro- | 
viding for his deaf, unlovely daughter must be faced. It is to Henry that Gavin's book- 
store offers a refuge, and it is Henry whose quantum mechancis distil Gavin's fore- 
knowledge of death, solve the question of Gavin's daughter. Henry's experience with 
death in the war helps the explanation of death as part of life, as more important than 
atoms, or money. A twilight threshold book that explores the clarification of ideas, 
of prisoners in time, unfitted cogs, of one man's pitiful romance. Something more along 
the lines of Frank Baker's audience, 
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June 2 


Haberman, Helen JUSTICE IS A WOMAN oe 
3.00 
The story of Arthur Bemrose, as told by a friend, Bemrose who had risen to im- 
pressive heights, legally and politically, but had never adjusted his personal life to 
an early inferiority. Falling in love with Janice, a newspaper woman, Bemrose's com- 
petitive jockeying for superiority, refusal to subordinate himself to her, leads to a 
break between them- and Bemrose marries mild, colorless Lucy. Volunteering during the 
war, Bemrose is crippled by multiple sclerosis, goes to Washington for an important 
post, and is taken in and cared for by Janice. But not for some times does he admit 
to his love for her, ask for the divorce from Lucy which will free her for a younger 
man... An intelligent, contemporary handling of what is basically rental material- this- 
at the above price- seems somewhat expensive. 


Colwell, Miriam DAY OF THE TRUMPET . Random House 
vw $2.50 
This is the story of Justin Sand, of his family and friends in and about the 
little islands off the coast of Maine and about primarily lobstering and the lobster 
business, in the 1870's and 1880's. Justin's growth from a young boy to cool, calcu- 
lating manhood is paralleled in the community. Typical Maine folksiness encrusts a 


_ good portion of the book, clogs the activities of the characters, who are many. There 


is Hiram Eddy, Justin's best friend, a colored boy, who marries a white girl- proving 
that such things did go on back then successfully; Amanda, who never gets over the 
childish affair with Justin and eventually hangs herself from Justin's barn rafters; 
Nate, who goes berserk after his wife dies in childbirth, etc. It is kaleidoscopic, 
colorful, and colloquial, but in need of direction. A nesr miss. 


June 4 


Carey, Joyce THE MOONLIGHT Harper 

$2°75 

English in its propensity for sharpened characterization, a leisurely, conver- 

sational progression, this is an intelligent- ironic- if also inconclusive=- novel of 
England, past and present. Past, in the story of Aunt Ella, whose one romantic indul- 
gence had been abruptly ended by her older sister, in spite of the consequences=- the 
child, Amanda, whom she had not claimed as her own. In the present it is the story of 
Amanda, now thirty, intellectually indignant against the era which her aunt represents, 
against woman's slavery to sex, dependence on men. Alternating between her two oppor- 
tunities, Robin- an ineffectual intellectual, and Harry, a farmer with considerable 
physical charm, Amanda finally accedes to Harry's male attraction, and though pregnant, 
refuses to marry him, goes to London to live alone- and bear the child... One questions 
just what this proves, but there's considerable intelligence here, acuity, if perhaps 
at a tempo somewhat slow for American tastes. 


Faure, Raoul C. MISTER ST. JOHN ‘os 
2.15 
A'revision of the Faustus legend, in which hard-working head surgeon, Dr. Elian, 
of St. John's hospital, is granted a miracle by the Devil, who comes to warn the Doctor 
of his imminent death and to argue for his side of the case against Jesus. Dr. Elian, 
convinced of the Devil's identity, is able to save his badly mutilated grand-niece with 
the Devil's powers, and in return for his belief, the Devil grants him a review of his 
past, had one certain event been different. It is Dr. Elian'’s romance, while on a holi- 
day, with the girl Arene, which is more than he ever asked for, and in his dying dream 
the letter that broke off their affaire is never sent, so that the Doctor is not committed — 
to a lifetime of solitary hospital work. But his end is sooner, as he overstrains him- 
self on a mountain climb and dies at midnight as predicted by the Devil. A time fantasy 
of some spiritual seriousness, this in its mountain scenes has 4 certain glow, that is 
not sustained throughout the rest of the book. Not of widest appeal. 
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June 5 


Paul FINE TOOTH COMB Doubleday _ 
$2.50 75 
For this sort of book there is no excuse. Why does youth think that the public 
is interested in having his pursuit of a skirt laid out for meticulous inspection? For 
that is what this- and many like it- is primarily: pursuit of a job, by a dilettante, 
educated to nothing; pursuit of the war, when turned down by the draft board, he is quick- 
ly fed up with war work, volunteer and factory alike; pursuit of friendship, and finding 
it in one man; pursuit of a girl he can go for in a big- and relatively lasting-way, 
while tomcatting around with practically anyone. This is both dull and in bad taste. 


The setting- New York. 


Van Ness, Lillian THE INDIFFERENT BLADE meee 
2.75 

The ambivalent position of the artist in the materialist world, this tells 
emotionally, long-sufferingly, of Andrew Suvaroff, an architect, and Catherine Calhoun, 
daughter of an artist, whom he marries and who protects him defensively in his contacts 
with the outside world. Wrongly implicated in the death of the daughter o? a cook, 
Andrew loses an important post, is then at loose ends, drinks irresponsibly, until he 
and Catherine go to Mexico for a holiday. Andrew returns, soberer, steadier, determined 
to enlist in the war- and Catherine, still protective, cushions him to the end as she 
stops a bullet directed at him... Even if you can still work up sympathy on this par- 
ticular subject, this is not the best treatment it has received. 


Freeman, Joseph THE LONG PURSUIT a 
3.00 
There will probably be numerous take-offs on various war agencies, such as 
Weidman's Too Early To Tell (Reynal & Hitchcock, page 555). Now comes this, a satiri- 
cal expose of a USO show, called, for purposes of camouflage, Jhe Five Star Chat. A 
certain well-known and popular quiz show, plus 4 strip teaseartiste who has written a 
melodrama may feel a bit squeamish at the vitriolic attack on some scenes behind the 
scenes of a show on tour of the post-war front. But the caricaturing of personalities 
is so exaggerated that the whole emerges with nightmare qualities that destroy the valid- 
ity of the plot, a plot which revolves around the neuroticism of the egocentric producer, 
jealous of his "stars", violent in his hates, and with but one purpose- to catch up with 
the girl who is trying to escape him. The author has made 7he Hucksters read like a 
nursery tale of sex- and the reader gets more than a little fed up with the male in 
search of a lay- just any lay. The book, to put it frankly, bored me even more than 


it disgusted me. 
Junie 6 Mary | 5 


Thirkell, Angela PEACE BREAKS OUT Knopf 
. $2.50 
* Further into the Barchester chronicles as old, and new friends, await the at- 


tack of peace, in the summer of 1945, with a combination of conflicting emotions. For 
the younger there is the loss of their promotions, for those filling temporary replace- 
ments, there is the fear of the loss of their jobs,- and for the older, the wholesale 
readjustments in their family and social lives. It is, too, memories of Miss Bunting 

as some of her old pupils meet, fall in love; it is the lost civilization making its 

slow adaptations to the now accepted new order, but it is still the fine shades of social 
intercourse, of family emotions, of matrimonial possibilities. Thirkell's world, though 
contemporary, has the feeling of one removed from reality, of manners shaded perceptibly 
quieter than daily living makes possible, of protection and microcosmic integrity. There's 
Robin and Anne, David and Rose, and Martin and Sylvia, their parents and friends, ar the 
expected genteel confusion that embodies Thirkellania. Followers will not be disappoint- 
ed- newcomers will still have to get used to the subdued pace. 



















April 1, 1947 Fiction -200- 
June 10 


Ogilvie, Elisabeth THE EBBING TIDE Crowell 
$2.75-$3.00 

Third in the trilogy concerning Bennett's Island,and Joanna Bennett, this 
again combines the warmth of human interest and scenic detail which has made these books 
sell widely- to women. Joanna, in her second marriage to Nils Sorensen, finds the se- 
curity of that marriage shaken for the first time as the war intrudes- and Nils is sent 
away. When Bennett land is sold to an outsider, Dennis Garland, discharged Navy surgeon, 
Joanna meets him with open resentment- a resentment which lessens in the face of his at- 
traction, his dependability, his help in all emergencies. And later, falling in love 
with him, she recognizes his similarity to her first husband, but Garland, refusing to 
take advantage of this, returns her- whole in heart- to Nils. With incidental side 
issues and interests, this is generous, communicably sympathetic women's reading. 


June ll 


Corle, Edwin THREE WAYS TO MECCA Duell, Sloan & ‘te 

| 3.00 

Corle probably had an idea, that everyone seeks his Mecca=- or happiness- in 

a different way, but he seems to have lost it in a confusion of Californian eccentrics 
who indulge in absurdities that are not too amusing. There is Oliver Walling, a success- 
ful author, who runs around in a custom-made dog suit (later psychoanalytically explained); 
Peggy Erhart, four times married and undecided as to marriage to Dr. Erdman, Freudian 
psychologist, or a future as high Priestess of the Silent Sanctuary. Oliver, about to 
receive the visit of his old friend, John Lackland, is seen in flashback with Lackland 
in Paris sixteen years before. The Paris episode is the best part of the book, all the 
right names are there, and there's none of the burlesque which often makes one wonder 
_just whom Corle is ridiculing- you or me. 


McNeilly, Mildred Masterson PRAISE AT MORNING ee 
3.00 = 
An historical novel that takes the pulse of international- and national affairs- 
and combines with them a plausible love story. Climaxed in the Russian naval demonstra- 
tion in New York and San Francisco in 1863, this portrays a Yenkee trader who might have 
been the unknown negotiator responsible for it. Matthew Steel, rising from a life of 
poverty, dreams of his own ships, drives to achieve his ambition. Through the help of 
Russian friends, he outsmarts Thaddeus Blake in obtaining the ship he wants. Loyalty 
Blake, recognizing Matthew as the man she wants, in spite of her father's opposition, 
lives up to her name in the years she waits for him. Singer Tessa Dunne, childhood 
companion, also wants him, trains for a career to be worthy of him. But Matthew, only 
intent on sailing the seas, improving his reputation, does not enjoy his romance- with 
Loyalty- until after a secret mission to Russia, his participation in the Civil War, 
the saving of the Union... Sturdy tale. 


‘June 2°) SAO 


Fale, Garth THIS POUNDING WHEEL eee 
3.00 

The professional rise- and fall- of Clinton Ball, division superintendent of 

the Chesapeake & Ohio at Bandrake Depot, as marriage to Cleone advances his career, and 

his affair with Beverly Eddington, wife of Luke, an engineer on the line, completely 

ruins it But Clint, with his love of railroading, his belief in his ideas for progress, 

accepts the disgrace, "becomes a prsapsinasi cite so that when an accident occurs, he is first 

to save Luke, to prove that his ideas of protective measures should have been adopted , 

and that morals have nothing to do with a man's value to an organization. A maximum 

of drama worked into an authentic-feeling etiraaetanitie tale- possible for women, but a 

novel especially for masculine tastes. 
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Stegner, Wallace SECOND GROWTH Houghton, on 
2.75 
* Stegner has proved himself adept in the field of the short novel; he has writ- 
ten one important novel, Big Rock Candy Mountain; -now comes this book, neither novel nor 
short stories- but a book about a New Hampshire village that grows into a town during 
the vacation season when the visitors bring it to life. Stegner has given us the town 
through sharp, perceptive pleces about some of its residents. There is Helen Barlow, 
who almost escaped, and when drawn back found she couldn't take it; there is Flo, a 
lesbian, who has some measure of responsibility for Helen's failure; there is Abe Kaplan, 
tailor, who lives in a tent and who tries to make Ruth, a Brooklyn girl who found her- 
self on the outside at a "restricted" hotel, find some place for herself as his wife in 
the village; and there is Andy, trying to live down his family's shady reputation; and 
then there are minor characters, some drawn by indirection, others in sharp, brief en- 
counter. So well done that it will be enjoyed by an appreciative though not a large 
audience. 


Couppey, Madeleine RUMOUR IN THE FOREST oe 
2.50 
Fable, parable perhaps, this is an animal allegory of philosophical (rather 
than political- George Orwell's Animal Farm) implications, which conveys with the charm 
of simplicity the search for freedom of four, Grey Flight, a pigeon, Muc, a rabbit, 
Siko, a cat, and Rahu, a dog. Fleeing from the humans who persecute them, they live 
in harmony in Rahu‘s cave, Rahu who is most bitter against man, who takes his revenge 
in killing his enemy. But Muc, who is killed by a hunter, leaves a last message that 
love is stronger than freedom, service more important than retaliation, and Grey Flight 
and Siko go back to man, while Rahu, only with his death, accepts the new concept... 
The market for this very special genre is limited. 


Rich, Helen THE SPRING BEGINS ULE «& Simon & Schuster. _ 46 
$2075 = 

A first novel, this is perfectly pleasant, but not too placeable, telling the 
story of an unfortunate first marriage, an unhappy love affair, backgrounded in the 
rougher region of the Colorado Rockies. Angie, who at 17 marries a much older man who 
drinks himself into the grave and leaves her only a ramshackle house, takes in six 
boarders- miners- uses the money to fix up the house. Although courted by steady Toby, 
Angie falls in love with charmer Pandy Chester, and when Pandy is hurt by falling rock, 
Angie takes Pandy in, soon lives with him openly and incurs the shame of her parents, 
the hatred of Toby. Spring begins, and Pandy, restless, leaves for Arizona. Angie, 
facing a first heartbreak- and humiliation when other men think she’s easy because she's 
fallen- eventually finds happiness in reconciliation with Toby... Acceptable. 


And One Which is Too Late. 


Shuman, John Rogers ; CAIRO CONCERTO Harcourt, aes 
2.75 
A first novel, this- though physically static, presents a fair amount of meta- 
physical pursuite and a composite, cosmopolitan group in Cairo during the war. All are 
overcast by fear, by doubt, but in particular Johann Kreutzer, former Dutch diamond 
dealer, now moneyless and pursued; Clement Woodlee, American in a government post; Mme. 
Propocoglu, oriental, sensual, and more interested in saving her fortune than her life; 
the protected Shipwins, a minister and his wife. Little overt action occurs, but the 
indirect interplay between these few ends with Kreutzer's questionably achieved rise 
to riches again, Mme. Propocoglu's accidental death, and Woodlee’s temporary retreat 
from the world into the desert. A rather subtle, sophisticated intelligence here gives 
this its distinction- though its irresolution is unsatisfying. Limited. (4/3) 
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DICKS AND DIE-HARDS 


June 3 


Cohen, Octavus Roy DON'T EVER LOVE ME Macmillan 
$2.50 
Opus 49, and an old hand tiring at an old game, in which Lynn, pretty and suc- 
cessful, is the victim of a series of phone calls announcing her death. The hoax turns 
to the real thing when her employer, escorting her, is killed, and family and office 
politics provide a melee of motives.... Readymade. ) 


June 5 


DuBois, Theodora THE FOOTSTEPS Doubleday 
$2.00 

Anne and Jeffrey McNeill operating at their best and against the family face- 
consciousness of the Rolets when an unidentified body is found, Judge Rolet suffers a 

stroke, and Jean, his daughter, is haunted by auditory hallucinations. Psycho-narcosis 
rids Jean of the sound of footsteps, gives Jeffrey some facts with which to solve the 
mystery. A Crime Club selection- if not up to strictest standards- at least pleasant. 


Hopkins, Tom J. BULLETS OVER BROKEN LEG Doubleday 
$2.00 

The last deal for Kid Parsons, leader of a band of ex-jailbirds, who inherit 
the J Slash S, together with the murdered owner's daughter. Branded as desperadoes, 
they find it hard to keep to their aim to be decent, and are finally forced to meet 
roughness with toughness in solving the murder of Ellen's father, the secret of the 
old mine. Parsons, with whistling lead and strongarm help, cleans the board... Bang- 
you're dead. 


Sinclair, Frederic DROP ONE, CARRY FOUR - Doubleday 
$2.00 
A rather synthetic by-product of the war in which Marty, newspaper woman, whose 
brother Rick had been killed, knows that one of the five correspondents around her is 
guilty. Trusting only Blackie, Marty works with him through the loss of Rick's servant 
in Calcutta, the death of another in Cairo, and a long chase which ends at an incinerator 
from which Blackie is retrieved, and where the killer is exposed. Fair. 
June 11 ” 
Gardner, Erle Stanley THE CASE OF THE FAN-DANCER'S HORSE Morrow 
“$2.50 
Perry, Della and Paul led from here to there and back again by an unreported 
automobile accident, a fan dancer's fans, a fan dancer's vanished horse, and of course 
murder. Perry, unable to resist unrelated incidents, coincidences, and a chance to out- 
smart everyone else, reveals 4 substitution and pops a complicated case. Periodic Perry. 


June 13 
Powell, Richard AND HOPE TO DIE Simon & Schuster __ 
$2000 6 
* Andy and Arab Blake in a concerted effort to eliminate Florida as #2 hotspot 


for illegal activities. What with Andy's involuntary interest in fishing, his being 
needled into becoming a solitary crime wave, the action jumps along speedily, aided by 
Arab's uncontrollable ability to be in the midst of all happenings, a jet-propelled 
blonde, and a mysterious little girl, and assorted mystifying house and motorboats. 
Fun and games for the initiates- SEP serialization should widen the market. 
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BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) for May 


Dawson, Peter - THE CRIMSON HORSESHOE Fearing, Kenneth - DAGGER OF THE MIND 
Disney, D. C. - THE 17th LETTER Thurber, James - MY LIFE AND HARD TIMES 


DELL BOOKS (Each $.25) for May 


Christie, Agatha - SAD CYPRESS Talbot, Hake - RIM OF THE PIT 
Greig, Maysie - RELUCTANT MILLIOWAIRE Taylor, P. A. = OCTAGON HOUSE 


GARDEN CITY PUBLISHING COMPANY. for May 5th 


De: Luxe 


Boxer, Emily Hahn- HONG KONG HOLIDAY-$1.49 Maugham, W. Somerset- EAST AND WEST- $1.98 
Sun Dial (Each $1.00) 


Bottome, Phyllis - THE LIFE LINE MacInnes, Helen - HORIZON 
Castle, Marian - DEBORAH Mitford, Nancy - THE PURSUIT OF LOVE 
Perkins, J. R. - ANTIOCH ACTRESS 


HEE 


Caldwell, T. - THIS SIDE OF INNOCENCE - Queen, Ellery- - ROGUES’ GALLERY - 
$1.49 $1.49 
Steen, Marguerite - THE SUN IS MY UNDOING - $1.98 ’ 


Triangle: (Each $.49) 


Baldwin, Faith - BREATH OF LIFE Coxe, G. H. = THE GROOM LAY DEAD 
Provost, Agnes Louise - HONEYMOON WIFE 


GROSSET & DUNLAP for April 


Books of Distinction (Each $1.00) 


Case, Josephine Young - WRITTEN IN SAND Prokosch, F. = AGE OF THUNDER 
Gould, R. E. = YANKEE STOREKEEPER Stevenson, D.E. = THE TWO MRS. ABBOTS 





are : P 
Notiton-Picture Tie-Ins ~ Remarque, Erich Maria - ARCH OF TRIUMPH - $1.60 
Odd-Price Specials 


Faullmer, W. - SANCTUARY - $1.29 Fowler, G. - THE GREAT MOUTHPIECE - $1.49 
Lauterbach, Richard E. - THESE ARE THE RUSSIANS - $1.49 


Popular Copyrights (Kach $1.00) 


Coxe, G. H. - THE JADE VENUS Govan, C. N. - JENNIFER'S HOUSE 
Ermine, Will - BUCKSKIN MARSHAL Gregory, J. - THE HERMIT OF THUNDER KING 
Eustis, Helen - THE HORIZONTAL MAN Halliday, Brett - MARKED FOR MURDER 


Loring, Emilie - WHERE BEAUTY DWELIS 








PENGUIN (Each $.25) for May 


Bemelmans, Ludwig - HOTEL SPLENDIDE (§{,. #Kendrick, Baynard - BLOOD ON IAKE LOUISA 
Kantor, MecKinlay - THE VOICE OF BUGLE Nathan, Robert - PORTRAIT OF JENNIE 
ANN and THE ROMANCE OF ROSY RIDGE - ; tone vo b ’ 
= Ov (tyes ~ ‘ 5) Ons SVM Det 


POCKETBOOKS (Bach ;. hi oe. May 


Carr, J. D. - LOST GALLOW Marsh, N. - DEATH AND THE DANCING FOOTMAN 
Hough, Emerson - NORTH OF 36 Marshall, Rosamond - KITTY 
Spock, Benjamin, M.D. - POCKET BOOK OF BABY AND CHILD CARE 


WORLD BOOKS for. May 
Forum Books (Each $1.00) 


Buck, Pearl S. - THE PROUD HEART Cain, James M. - SERENADE 


Odd Price 


Caldwell, T. - THE EAGLES GATHER - $1.49 Farrell, J.T. - MY DAYS OF ANGER - $1.49 
Horr, A.R. - THE LOG OF THE SCHOONER BOWDOIN = $2.50 - Illus. 


The Living Library (Each $1.00) 


Fitzgerald, Edward - RUBAIYAT OF OMAR KHAYYAM - Illustrated by Joseph Low 
Steinbeck, John - THE GRAPES OF WRATH - Illustrated by John Groth: Introduction 
by Carl Van Doren 


Tower. Books (Each $.49) 


Banks, Polan - THERE GOES LONA HENRY THE VEW ADVENTURES OF ELLERY QUEEN 
Marshall, Rosamond - KITTY Shute » Nevil - PASTORAL 


Announcing for April 11 


Milano, Paolo- éd. - THE PORTABLE DANTE “Seca 
2.00 
The Divine Comedy, translated by Laurence Binyon, La. Vita. Nuova, translated 
by D. G. Rossetti, Rhymes, nostly translated by D. G. Fossetti, Latin Prose Works 
translated by Howell and Wicketeed, are preceded by an introduction by the editor, 
which gives a condensed biography of Dante, and synthesizes critical comment, while 
interpreting and explaining the inclusions. The first two works are complete, while 
the rest are selections. An excellent background and reference book in a valuable 
series. 
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April 1, 1947 NON-FICTION 


One. Excellent Ret 


April 19 


Scudder, Townsend CONCORD: AMERICAN TOWN Little, a 
5.00 
* A microcosm of America and the best of what is American in an extraordinary, 
interesting book of far more than regional interest. Perhaps this is the way to learn 
our history in personal terms - the story of one town, a town that hae made its vital 
contribution at each stage of our nation's history. Chauvinistic, some will claim. Well, 
aren't we all, in varying degrees? But here is a record that, while sustaining the 
thread of Concord's story, from her earliest colonial records through to contemporary 
post-war aims, is far and away a wider canvas. Concord has given the country the green 
light, not only in wars as the Minute Man testifies (and her war record through every 
subsequent struggle), but in the field of art and literature, philosophy and social 
thinking, politics and economics. A biography in vigorous terms of active as well as 
passive participation, drawn from a singularly rich mine of records kept throughout the 
town's history. This is the first rate reading for Americans everywhere, first rate 
history, specifically angled. If occasionally the author is flowery and lush, one can 
forgive him for the forthright drama of most of his style, for his sense of sound, on- 
the-spot reporting. This is for the market of The Flowering of New England, ag well as 


the history-minded reader. 


Specialttes 


Urban, and urbane natural history in Leonard Dubkin's Enchanted Streets (Little, Brown); 
dramatic, sensitive biography in Elsie Singmaster's I Speak For Thaddeus Stevens (Hough- 
ton Mifflin); a first, unflattering portrait of the Truman regime in Tris Coffin's 
Missouri Compromise (Little, Brown). See reports below. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


April 21 


Snell, George THE SHAPERS OF AMERICAN FICTION pee 

3.75 
A useful bock for students who would get a quick survey of the trends, the 

development, the embodiment in the work of some score of writers. Not profoundly schol- 

arly, nor particularly original or brilliant, nevertheless the delineation of what is 

broadly classified as Romantics, Apocalyptics, Temperamentists and Realists is interest- 

ing, soundly reasoned. Moderns traced back to earlier writers, this is provocative in a 

broader sense, and should provide food for discussion in schools, colleges, study groups. 


Rubens, Doris BREAD AND RICE Thurston Macauley Mage 
3.00 
Two years in the Philippines after capitulation, by an ex-reporter in China, 
then a teacher in Manila, who took to the woods with her husband after the defeat. Moun- 
tain living, helped by natives, Fabian in particular, who symbolized to them the fidel- 
ity of the simple Filipino; months of alerts with the Japs closing in; surrender to save 
Fabian and his family; the second year in prison and internment camp. Commendably sin- 
cere, rather than commendably literary. (Distributed by Arco, 480 Lexington Ave., N.Y.C.) 


Announcing for April 24 


Coward, Noel | THIS HAPPY BREED : Doubleday 
$2.50 
This new Noel Coward play will be released in book form in New York City on 
March 27; the above publication date applies to the rest of the country. 











| 
i 
i 
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May 3 1% 


Beasley, Norman KNUDSEN Whittlesey 
$3.5¢ '75— 

A kindly, understanding testimonial to the War Production chief, in the bi- 
ography of a Danish immigrant of 21 who rose rapidly and high in industrial circles. 
His early jobs, know how in a tool factory, value to Ford and the development of plant 
design, production increase, car improvement- the work in World War I that used all 
his ability and experience, General Motors and his power in that organization, and 
the contribution of his efforts in this war. The criticism and intrigue that came 
with his work in Washington and the use of his great talent as Lt. General for Army 
production, close this story of his career. For all its emphasis on the expert, 
industrial side, this does not neglect the very human qualities of this rage-to-riches 
life, and though with a bias, does manage a believable sincerity. Men only and a 
specific market at that. 


Coffin, Tris MISSOURI COMPROMISE Little, reap 
3-00 
A survey of Truman's two year tenure in the White House, this is as much an 
overall of the men around him as of the man himself, and is critical largely by in- 
direction. Friendly, mild, at times mulish, this is the portrait of a little fellow 
with too big a job. It is a contrast in character to the man who preceded him, in 
administration as Truman has maintained a hands off policy, used aform of cabinet 
government. The men around him, and their predominant characteristic= a small town 
philosophy; the breakup of the Democratic Party as its three elements are no longer 
held in check; Congress, and its protagonists, over which he no longer has control; 
labor and the showdown with Lewis; atom bomb control; the faltering course of foreign 
policy- and the Wallace resignatiom. These are the salient issues which have been in 
play during the Truman administration=- an administration which has seen no sure direce- 
tion. One is left with a strong sense of uncertainty- unease. The first political 
presentation of Truman, this should certainly have a market as campaign interests 


strengthen. 
Mey 9 3 Q 


Johnson, Thomas H.- Ed. A MAN'S REACH Putnam 
. $2507 7S 
Sub-titled "Some Choices Facing Youth Today", this is a series of essays by 
some of the outstanding writers and educators of the day, and though consistently 
stimulating, have no particular interrelation nor relation to the title. Henry Seidel 
Canby leads off with a survey of American literature as reflecting its national ex- 
perience; Robert Moses foliows with a sketch of three evangelists in American politics; 


Malcolm Cowley presents with great integrity the craft of writing for writing's sake; 


and others,- Jacques Barzun on the idea of a career; Hans Kohn on history and the 
future; J. Frank Dobie on animal tales of the South West; Dean Gauss on the humane 
tradition; morality, the atomic age, the inner life of Melville, education, as other 
concerns. The diversity of subjects here makes any particular audience difficult to 
define, although the book is intended as a stimulus to youth. 


May 15 


Curle, Richard STAMP COLLECTING nan 
: 3.00 
A basic book about a favorite pastime, this covers the history and practices 
of stamp collecting, preserves an even point of view, cautions you not to let your 
hobby ride you. The history of early stamps, starting 4 collection (the beginner's 
should be catholic); equipment; fashions in countries and stamps; condition; bargains; 
frauds; remainders and reprints; etc. Excellent introductory material to a popular 
fascination in which many indulgs- this should have a longterm sale. 
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May 19 






Dubkin, Leonard ENCHANTED STREETS Little, Brown 
$2.75 
* Natural history in Chicago, as the author, jobless, pursues his hobby of oute- 







door observation, social commentary in relation to the worlds of those that crawl, walk, 
fly, glide, swim- or just grow. Here are a city’s seasons, the discoveries of unimport- 
ant facts but facts that are sheerly personal adventures, the phenomena of unnoticed 
insects, birds, animals, etc. From up in trees, down in the grass, the author- with 

a job or two in the interime contrasts the manmade laws against those of the world of 
nature. ‘his is completely unorthodox, personal nature observation, with humor, wry 
criticism, and generally wider appeal than it would seem. Very nice of its kind. 
Illustrated by Edouard Sandoz. 








Lips, Julius E. THE ORIGIN OF THINGS A. . Wyn 
5.00 
The bases of modern living, as they originated in primitive cultures the world 
over, popularly retraced by a well-known anthropologist. This shows how firm the founda- 
tions are of our tools, habits, traditions and beliefs, as prehistoric and tribal man 
furnish the antecedence of our houseforms, fire, light and food; the use of cosmetics, 
coiffures, jewels for enhancement; the necessities of hunting and planting; the first 
machines and first inventions; the early crafts and trades; food, drink and stimulants; 
games, sports and dances; transportation, communication, money; education and law; magic 
and myth, religion and ritual... A basic book about basic things, in easily accessible 
forme and illustrated in diagram by Eva Lips. 












May 21 









Mcleod, Alexander PIG TAILS AND GOLD DUST —. 
5.00 
The story of the Cathay of the West which began with the gold rush in 1848, 
and ended with the San Francisco fire at the turn of the century, this records- in 
highly readable terms- the early history of a fading figure, the picturesquely pig- 
tailed Chinaman. Here is the cunning Celestial as a miner- until his expulsion from 
the mines when anti-Chinese sentiment increased; as cheap labor, flexible in all trades; 
as servants- poorly paid and transitory; as laundrymen. Here was the Chinatown with its 
tourist trumps of opium dens and lepers; its joss houses, slave market, gambling dives; 
the violence of which the Chinese were the victims, the tong wars in which they in- 
dulged; their ancestral customs, ceremonies, religion... Authentic material on a subject 
of specialized interest, this is nonetheless ably, amusingly handled. 



















Hoffman, Banesh THE STRANGE STORY OF THE QUANTUM por 
3.00 
Too bad this doesn't quite come off. The writing is vivid, even dramatic, and 
the author (mathematics professor at Queens College) certainly knows his subject- but 
he doesn't know his audience. The intriguing title and the lively chapter headings all 
imply a reader level similar to that of Atomics for the Millions, reviewed below. Actu- 
ally the scope and detail of the book are beyond the ability of anyone without a good 
background in physics. Analogies, no matter how amusing, cannot take the place of 
equations when you go as deeply into the subject as this author does. Too many scien- 
tists are named, too many theories are presented to make for easy reading. Dr. Hoffman 
does manage to get across the sense of the chase, of suspense as one scientist after 
a) ' another probed toward the modern concepts of space, time, matter and energy. In these 
passages the author's poetic style serves well, but in giving the actual scientific 
facts something clearer, more direct is needed. 
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May 22 
Singmaster, Elsie I SPEAK FOR THADDEUS STEVENS Houghton, Mifflin 
$3.50 
* ' The mind and conscience of a proud, absolute, honest fighter is the essence 


of this highly interpretative biography. Lame, Thaddeus Stevens, American statesman, 
knew poverty and hardships in his early Vermont years, learned from his mother the 
quality of defending his beliefs. From Dartmouth to Gettysburg and Lancaster, and his 
victorious fight to defeat a bill abolishing free education in Pennsylvania. He carried 
his uncompromising abolitionist attitude to Washington as Congressman and Representative, 
fought for emancipation, and after the Civil War was hated further for his radical re- 
construction program. Enemy of Johnson, he was instrumental in impeaching him and pre- 
paring the charges. He died, his fight unfinished. This follows his career in fact, 
but also recreates the personality, the human qualities of the man in deeper, satis- 
fying measure. The selection of episodes and characters, the flow and feel of develop- 
ment, the narrative quality, cause this to animate its subject and bring alive his life 
and world in rewarding distinction. 


May 26 


Anspacher, Louis K. CHALLENGE OF THE UNKNOWN A. "| Wyn 
7 3-75 
A lecturer on, and an afficianado of psychical research, this is a book of 
general theory and orientation, giving “important findings and cardinal conclusions” 
in what has always been an inconclusive field, maligned, mistrusted. I don't believe 
that this is the book which will sell psychical science to the wnbelievers- much of it 
is rather formless- but Anspacher has been careful to use only the most reliable of 
evidence and spokesmen. Of the “triviality" of the evidence mediums produce; of vari- 
ous types of psychic phenomena in art, literature- the "subliminal faculty" or in- 
spirational force which has produced great works; what philosophers have said about 
psychic evidence; what science and religion have said. Most interesting of course 
in all this- which is largely generalization- are the case presentations of various 
psychic manifestations. For the devotee, as this will not convert others. 


May 7? 


Read, Herbert THE INNOCENT EYE | Pe 
. 3.50 
In a detached and analytical fashion Mr. Read sets about to justify his life 
and life theories- and he enjoys expounding out loud. Claiming to be “an anarchist, 
romanticist and agnostic”, his ideas are not too original nor revolutionary. A poet 
by nature and occupation, the early part of the book depicting his boyhood on a York- 
shire farm is very nice, written with integrity and simplicity of feeling. But the _ 
latter part, dealing with the author's intellectual growth, based on all great names '-~ 
of literature, philosophy and religion, is pedantic- choppy with citation... There may 
be a certain intellectual interest in this, but it is not for a popular market. - 


Eidinoff, Maxwell & ATOMICS FOR THE MILLIONS inc, [Ole Whittlesey gy 
Ruchlis, Hyman U 2) $3.00 # 
3.50 


There are so many popularizations of Atomic Energy on the market now that a’ 
new one needs to show something special to hold its own. This one does. The “som- 


‘thing special” in this case is definite organization and a clear direct style. Complex 


ideas are attacked one piece at a time, slowly enough for the layman to digest, and yet 
the narrative manages to move along fluently. The subject matter is pretty standard by 
now, beginning with early concepts of matter and energy, continuing with the work of the 
alchemists, the beginnings of modern chemistry and physics, and finally atomic physics 
with Becquerel and Curie up to Einstein, Bohr, Fermi and others. A good middle-of- 


the-road book. 
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Callahan, North THE ARMED FORCES AS A CAREER . Whittlesey 
$2775 3S 


What the Army, the Navy, the Marines or the Coast Guard have to offer- career- 
wise, in an inspection of each branch for the prospective entrant. A brief history of 
each service, the opportunities for enlisted men (financial as well as educational, 
travel, security, etc.), the opportunities for the officer (officer schools, promo- 
tions, commissions, etc.), the leading Academies, retirement, and the appendix lists 
tables of pay and compensation... No particular propaganda here, just an assessment 
of the practical advantages of a career in the armed forces. 


Herron, Edward A. ALASKA-LAND OF TOMORROW (2 /tui *O muaniaener 
2.75 
Report repeated from page 617 of the 12/1/46 bulletin- when scheduled for 
earlier spring publication, as follows: "A background book for the inevitable and 
pending northward migration boom towards one of the last frontiers. Following a 
route by seasons, this book takes one journeying from Seattle to Sitka, Ketchikan, 
Kanae Peninsula, Matanuska, the Aleutians, Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau. Here are 
words of caution, combined with reasonably temperate booster claims, about the possi- 
bility of making a living and establishing a family in this country- a balance of the 
advantages against the disadvantages, an insistence on "taking a look” before dropping 
an old life in the States. The fishing, mining, farming, the means of travel; health 
and education; governmental problems; stories of those who have come to stay= and those 
who have gone back home. A picture of the place that maintains the magnetic pull 
while its purpose in warning is never lost sight of... In the Far West and Northwest 
there is an omniverous appetite for books about Alaska. With time and space fast 
shrinking, that interest will spread. This meets a real need. Excellent library item." 


Pearson, Virginia EVERY.HING BUT ELEPHANTS Mrar, |2 Whittlesey 

. $ 3700-2.32 

A bright, but not toujours gai account of a two year stay in the Colombian 

jungle, as the author's husband Steve, doctor on the staff of an American exploratory 
oil company, took his new bride with him. With a modern three room house, five servants, 
and plumbing on the plus side, there were also the steady irritants of the climate which 
wore down your looks, teeth and morals, the insects that made the days a perpetual itch. © 
Here were the many interests she found, in her husband's dispensary, in trips through 
the jungle, in the Colombian citizenry, in assisting at an emergency appendectomy; some 
of the minor and major excitements, from the snake in her jewelry box to the poison gas 
at one of the wells, the disappearance of the local lorelei, the knifing of a native. 
Her own session with malaria brought on a trip to the mountains, then a festive time in 
Bogota... A personal record which is light, slight and engaging. 


Reyher, Becky-Ed. BABIES KEEP COMING Ie q Whittlesey 
V $3.50 4, vo 
A more than generous collection of fond to funny pieces, poems, stories, 
articles, concentrated on this particular, perpetual interest. Ogden Nash, Margaret 
Fishback, Maugham, Henry James, Xomain Rolland, Nancy Hale, Eleanor Roosevelt, Henry 
Adams, Dickens, Ring Lardner, Dorothy Parker, Robert Benchley, these but a few of more 
than a hundred contributors. They range on anything from expectant fathers to misty- 
eyed mothers, the first baby- and the second, sex and names, inconveniences and lia- 
bilities as well as the spiritual satisfaction of creation, psychology, nurses, routine, 
etc., etc. Sense, sentiment and humor in pleasant balance, this is a good prospect 


for the prospective parent. 
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Stratton, Clsrence IMPROVING YOUR VOCABUTARY Whittlesey 
@ $3.00 
The techniques to develop, enlarge a vocabulary, this also helps to make your 
> use of words more elastic, more apt, and by means of generous lists and tests puts theory 


into practice. The use of correct words, good short words, word families and word deriv- 
ation; synonyms and antonyms; slang, triteness, and equivalents; prefixes and suffixes; 
definitions; these a few of the categories to give you sound word knowledge so that you 
may increase, improve your word usage... One of many in this field, but a practical 
addition. 


June 2 


Dena, Julian A.P. GIANNINI: Gtant In The West Prentice-Hall 
$4.50 

A most complimentary account of the financial, Californian dynamo, whose rise 
to fame is well known in banking worlds. Native born, son of immigrants, Giannini started 
as a commission merchant at 12, helping his step-father, and built up a big business by 
his unrelenting drive. With the death of his father-in-law, he inherited a small bank, 
and the whirlwind was on its way. Fighting for branch banking, fighting political machin- 
ery, always growing and expanding, Giannini lived in tempests of financial and banking 
battles. Bank of Italy, the invasion of New York and Bank of America, spectacular moves 
and machinations, this records some forty years of daring, unorthodox banking procedure 
by a decisive ,belligerently <ominant personality. It is also the story of a clan, for 
Giannini's family was a part of the picture, and part of his plans, but it is especially 
the story of a money master. Controversial California phenomenon- of special field and 
regional appeal. 


e. June 4 


Keezer, Dexter M. THE LIGHT THAT FLICKERS ise 
2.50 

Based on Keezer'’s experience as President of Reed College in Portland, Oregon, 
this is not a dreamy discussion of liberal education ‘and there have been many) even 
though his aims and views are liberal, but some practical facts and criticisms of coll- 
eges and college administration today. With a most disarming humor and an attractive 
manner, Dr. Keezer touches on many factors; the lack of ethical standards today; the 
cross currents and conflicts in the government of a college; the elements which mitigate 
against liberal education; the curriculum, too little changed to meet modern needs; the 
college in the comnunity; the competitive and profit motives; the granting of honorary 
degrees; and his projection of an ideal liberal college. Here, too often, one is aware 
of the disparity between ideals and money factors... A stimulating contribution, if 
largely for the educational field. 


9 


June 5 


Levy, Harriet Lane 920 O'FARRELL STREET Doubleday 
$2 75 SO 
In meticulous recall, loving and barbed, the author brings to life the for- 
gotten prestige of the well-to-do Jewish community of O'Farrell Street, San Francisco. 
Eerly chapters reveal the heart and sold of the 900 block, until every Jewish household 
is profiled and the intricacies of the social ladder displayed. The days of childhood, 
and childish faith betrayed by maturer understanding. Then the house itself is the focus 
6 , @8 a child relishes the grandeurs of the horrors of the turn of the century, the period 
: of passementerie. Best is the chapter on the kitchen, the warmth, affection and interest 
in the detailed picture of the careful arrangement of dishes by Jewish ritual. Lastly 
the observance of the high holidays which preserved Judaism and made for the survival of 
@ sense of apartness in American life. Just a suggestion of Wama's Bank Account in this 
portrait of a way of life. I1l'‘'d. 
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Stryker, Lloyd Paul FOR THE DEFENSE Doubleday ,@ 
$350—$4.00 5 ~ 
Extensively backgrounded in events and figures of the period, this biography 
of Thomas Erskine, English advocate, Lord Chancellor for 14 years, is a monumental piece 
of research and interpretation. It is primarily professional rather than human interest 
material, for the emphasis is on Erskine's importance in English law, his expert work 
on libel and treason trials, his championship of the causes he defended. Appearing for 
Thomas Paine and The Rights of Man, he forfeited a point in his career. His successes 
in the great treason trials during the French Revolution defined the laws and safe- 
guarded private citizens. He was a forerunner in insanity cases, and his last appear- 
ance during the scandal of Queen Caroline's trial proved his ability to handle all 
delicate aspects of the law. There is some bias as to the permanent importance of 
Erskine's career, and the detailed scrutiny of all the events of his time is almost 
overwhelming, but there should be an appreciative legal audience for this. 


Hard, Walter THE CONNECTICUT oe. 
3250 

Newcomer to the chronicles of American regional history, this seems more 
selective, episodic than the earlier volumes, though it does not neglect the same basis 
of factual, comprehensive approach for which they are noted. In individual stores, in 
charting the river's course through its states, in compiling the part that was played 
by Indians and whites, missionaries and parsons, the military and the pioneers, pedd- 
lers and politicos, industry and acts of God, and women- there is wide coverage. And 
there is the river too- with its friendliness and charm, and its influence on the 


people and the region. A pleasant successor to previous titles. 


Announcing for June sor Sirle, YS 


Delacour, Jean BIRDS OF MALAYSIA Macmillan 
$5.00 
Another in the series which has included Birds of the South West Pacific, 
Birds of the Philippines, this in text and picture (more than 80 drawings) describes 
the birds of this particular sector. 


June-13 6 / 2 | 


Kefauver, Estes & A TWENTIETH CENTURY CONGRESS ~ Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Levin, Dr. Jack $3.00 


A full-face view of the U.S. Congress, after the Legislature Reorganization 
Act of 1946, and detailed proposals for the further streamlining of this inefficient, 
cumbersome body. The authors point out the changes and growth in the functions and 
duties of Congress since that of Washington, and in the interests of modernization 
discredit traditional customs and procedures. They urge that we curb lobbyists, fili- 
buster, patronage, seniority, the two thirds rule, install electric voting, remove 
irritants between executive and legislative branches, improve executive liaison on 
Capitol Hill, strengthen bill-drafting service, etc. And in most cases, the authors 
present definite plans to carry out their proposals. Popular, informative government. 


June ?? 


Westerby, Robert CHAMPAGNE FOR MOTHER Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$2.50 
British style, trigger tension family history as the author depcits the child- 
hood of himself, brothers and sisters, as they were aligned against the adult world. 
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Here is the closed, merciless world of children, their appalling cruelty, vitality and 
delirium of misbehavior, as evidenced in their games, on railroad trips and holiday 
jaunts, in school and at home. There is the counterbalance in the discovery of self- 
respect, of conscience, the respectful acceptance of eccentrics, the appreciation of 
their own derisive corrections, the recognition of sham. Odious, funny, likable young- 
sters, human rather than exaggerated parents, the era up to the 1920's, a boy, growing 
up, reflects the world he knew. In spite of a plethora of books on family recall, this 
is a pleasant gesture. 


June 2% A 


Robinson, Charles Alexander Jr. ALEXANDER THE GREAT Dutton ' 
$3.75 
A new biography, in the tradition of Arrian rather than Plutarch, of Alexander 
the Great as the Hellenizer of the East and the first exponent of world government and 
the brotherhood of man. Choosing Ptolemy and Aristobulus as his primary sources, the 
author records the conqueror'’s campaign through Asia Minor, Egypt, Persia, India- and 
the return. But although Alexander is here considered a master military strategist, 
the emphasis of this book is placed on Alexander's contributions to civilization in 
terms of political administration, racial and religious tolerance, scientific discover- 
ies, and most of all, the spread of Greek culture. Here is the approach of a Greek 
Classicist and humanitarian, and Alexander emerges as a genius in human relations, a 
facile, adept politician, and a world conqueror with history-shaping ideas. Biography 
in a learned, scholarly manner which is nonetheless readable. 


Hughes, Emmet J. RH#PORT FROM SPAIN Py 
3.00 

The press attache, for many years, to the American Embassy in Madrid, writes 
& sound, informed appraisal, economic, military and political, of the Franco regime- 
especially during the war years. From his privileged vantage point, the author saw 
from the inside the nefarious, corrupt nature of the Spanish government, Franco's 
precarious support by the opportunist Army, Church and Falange, the cunning and dup- 
licity which he exploits. The author reveals here also the division of Franco's 
opposition, the Monarchists on the right and the Republicans, Communists, Anarchists 
and Socialists on the left. Historically he reports on Spanish aid to the Axis and 
the Allies, the tense days during the North African invasion, the muddled Anglo-Ameri- 
can rebuffs directed at Franco. But, on the whole this is not journalism as much as 
& realistic, political defense of the Spanish people and a plea to save Spanish democ~ 
racy. Required reading for an understanding of inside Spain today. 


Klein, Lawrence Kk. THE KEYNESTAN REVOLUTION batt fa Macmillan 
? ead $3.50 
This extended doctorate thesis considers, in great and technical detail, the 
revolution in economic thought brought about by Lord Keynes' General Theory of 1936. 
The author first analyzes Keynes classical background as expressed in his early A 
Treatise on Money, and traces the transition in his economic development from the 
classical mold to his theory of effective demand of 1936. The major part of the book 
is devoted to the General Theory, in terms of its opposition and their theories, Keynes’ 
economic predecessors, its theoretical foundations and implications, its application 
in day-to-day life. An exhaustive, able defence of Keynesian liberalism, not for the 
uninitiated. . 
| poe al = 
Loomis, Andrew CREATIVE ILLUSTRATIONSATT P4t |S Viking 
| / $10.00 
The author of Figure Drawing For All [t's Worth, Fun With a Pencil, continues 
his instructive series with an informative book that presupposes some experience and 
training, and considerable ability in drawing. This follows practical channels, 
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in detailing the fundamentals in the field of illustration, for commercial purposes. In 
examination of line, tone, color, subjects, ideas, etc.. he stresses the creation of 
good pictures, and explores the types of work available for illustrators. A handsome 
book, with the author's own drawings, and 22 pages of full color illustrations. A work- 


ing course in one art field. 


About To Be Published 


Turner, W.J.- Ed. A TREASURY OF ENGLISH WILD LIFE ~ Hastings ret 

5.00 
The trees, wild flowers, wild life, birds, marine life, insect life of Britain, 

by amateur and professional naturalists, this is popular yet accurate natural history 

reporting. The sections on each aspect present interesting, sometimes curious, often 

valuable information, and provide some stimulating material for international natural 

history. Not for a general sale, this is however a pleasant outdoor book, with 48 

plates in color, 113 in black and white that add greatly to its attractiveness. (4/2) 


Lord, Russell THE WALLACES OF IOWA Houghton, Ba 
5.00 
* The Wallaces make up an important part of America and the three Henry Wallaces 
have made a great contribution to our history. Republicans, Democrats, farmers, editors, 
philosophers, ministers, economists, politicans, statesmen, fighters - all are the 
Wallaces, and Russell Lord has given us a picture of a dynasty that will live long after 
the present Henry Wallace enters his last fray. From the foundation of the Wallace clan 
in a small town in Western Pennsylvania in the 18th century down to Henry Wallace's 
resignation from Truman's cabinet, we are made to feel the integrity, the courage, the 
vision of the Wallaces who "bled" for a better America. Fortunately, the author doesn't 
put them on a pedestal. He paints the human, with the foibles and weaknesses of human 
beings and never does he attempt to glorify them at the expense of truth. The wWallaces 
of Jowa is a story that is important in America, during this past three generations, and 
is an excellent, and, at times, thrilling history of the men who have played euch an 
important part in our success of achivement. 


Carrington, Dorothy THE TRAVELLER'S EYE Pilot aps 
00 
A light outline of pertinent comment links together contemporary quotations 
that speak for their age, in an historical survey of the Briton as tourist from Tudor 
times to present day. This travel picture points up the contrasts in the worlds seen, 
and the changes in the travellers’ attitudes. From the time of fabulous monsters, 
miraculous happenings, to the dwindling of marvels as knowledge of the world grew and 
English taste was formed, to sophistication, self assurance and criticism, then roman- 
ticism, science, and social approach- these eyewitness accounts reflect the changing 
centuries. The author's bridging remarks underscore how the British looked at the 
world- and how they acted in it- and display a deep understanding of her subject. 
Some 33 plates of period reproductions give this a distinctive touch and the whole 
is well arranged, unusual historical material. (4/14) 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Apple ton-Century 


Athas, Daphne- THE WEATHER OF THE HEART- from 4/? to 5/16 
Karaka, D.F.- I'VE SHED MY TEARS - from 4/? to 5/5 

Kuhn, Robert- AND NEVER GOODBYE=- definite date 5/23 
Miller, Helen T.- CANDLE IN THE MORNING- from 2/? to 4/4 
Motley, Willard- KNOCK ON ANY DOOR- from 4/? to 5/5 


John Day 


Yang, Twan- HOUSEBOY IN INDIA- from 5/8 to 6/?. Price from $2.75 to $3.00 


Doubleday 


Knedler, John W., Jr.- MASTERWORKS OF SCIENCE- from 4/10 to 4/2h 

Newby, P.H.- AGENTS AND WITNESSES- price from $2.50 to $2.75 

Roberts, K. & A.= Eds.- MOREAU DE ST. MERY’S AMERICAN JOURNEY- There will 
be a prepublication price of $4.50 

Shulman, I.- THE AMBOY DUKES- definite date 3/27 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Lee, C.- ONE LAST LOOK AROUND=- definite date 5/21 


Farrar, Straus 


Carroll, Consolata- PRAY LOVE, REMEMBER- from 5/? to 6/5 
Gilbert, G.M.- NUREMBERG DIARY- from 3/26 to 6/9 
Marberry, M.M.- THE GOLDEN VOICE=- definite date 5/22 


Harcourt, Brace 


(J) 
(J) 


Harper 


Holt 


Beim, L.- BENJAMIN BUSYBODY- price from $1.75 to $2.00 
Finney, L.R.- THE GAME OF HARMONY= price from $2.00 to $3.00 


Crossman, R.- PALESTINE MISSION- from 4/23 to 4/9 

Flavin, Martine THE ENCHANTED- from 4/23 to 5/21 

Molnar, Mariae KATIKA- from 4/23 to 4/9 4 

Osborne, M.- THE RING AND THE DREAM- price from $2.50 to $2.75 

Reilly, W.dJ.- THE TWELVE RULES FOR STRAIGHT THINKING- price from aoe to 
2.00 


Capa, Robert- SLIGHTLY OUT OF FOCUS- from 5/? to 9/? 

Magriel, Paule fd.- ISADORA DUNCAN= price from $3.00 to $3.50 

Pratt & Bailey> MAN AND HIS MEALS- from 4/14 to 4/28 

Williamson, S.G.- THE FIESTA AT ANDERSON'S HOUSE- price from $2.75 to $3.00 


Knopf 


Werth, Alexander= THE YEAR OF STALINGRAD- price from $5.00 to $6.00 


Little, Brown 


Barnouw, Erik» HANDBOOK OF RADIO WRITING= price from $2.50 to $3.00 


Macmillan 


(J) 


Barke, J.- THE WIND THAT SHAKES THE BARLEY- from 5/27 to 5/5 
Blyton, Enid- THE VALLEY OF ADVENTURE- from 3/25 to 5/13 


Dulles, A.W.- GERMANY'S UNDERGROUND- from 3/18 to 4/14 


(J) 


(J) 





Eddy, R.- THE RIMLESS WHEEL- from 5/27 to 5/5 

Geervernitz, G.- £d.- THEY ALMOST KILLED HITIER- from 3/11 to 5/6 
Kemp, C.- PHYSICIANS OF THE SOUL- from 6/3 to 7/22 

Lent, H.B.- EIGHT HOURS TO SOLO= from 3/2 to 5/13 

Levert, L.- FUNDAMENTALS OF NAVAL WARFARE- from 4/25 to 5/20 
Marlowe, G.F.- CHURCHES OF OLD NEW ENGLAND- from 5/27 to 7/22 
Masefield, John- THANKS BEFORE GOING- from 3/25 to 4/11 

Odlum, H.W.- THE WAY OF THE SOUTH- from 4/22 to 4/15 

Potter, J.° THE FLYING NORTH- from 3/25 to 4/29 

Schoonover, M.T.- MRS. MCFINNY AND HER FRIENDS- definite date 5/13 
Stewart, E.W.- AN INTRODUCTION TO JESUS FOR THE 20TH CENTURY- from $10 to 
5/20 


~ 





Page 


110 
122 
136 
625 
122 


182 


116 
174 


184 
558 


D1 


185 
115 
154 


127 
166 


119 
103 
109 

TT 


28 


186 
151 
94 
14 


149 
118 


175 
100 
146 
175 
88 
160 
101 
121 
62 
23 
118 
33 
99 
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CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE (Cont.) 





Macmillan (Continued) 
Trevor-Roper, H.R.- THE LAST DAYS OF HITLER- from 4/1 to indefinite. 






Future Book of the Month Club selection. 92 

White, H.C.- DUST ON THE KING'S HIGHWAY- from 4/22 to 4/15 63 

Wilkin, R.N.- ETERNAL LAWYER- from 5/20 to 5/9 183 
Wirlock, M.E.- THE RISE AND FALL OF THE MIDDLE KINGDOM OF THEBES- from 5/6 

to 5/27 152 





Zu Lowenstein, H.- THE EAGLE AND THE CROSS- from 4/1 to 5/20 





David McKay 





(J) Grew, David- BEYOND ROPE AND FENCE- from 4/1 to 9/1 68 
Pilot Press 

Wiechert, E.- THE GIRL AND THE FERRYMAN-- from 4/2 to 4/23 107 
Prentice-Hall 

Conway, B.- THE LOVING ARE THE DARING- from 4/14 to 6/16 171 
Putnam 

Conway, A. & F.- THE ENCHANTED ISLANDS- from 3/28 to 4/11 117 


Random House 


Parker, Dan=- ABC OF HORSE RACING- price from $2.00 to $2.50 117 
Snow, E.- RUSSIA MUST HAVE PEACE- from 4/14 to 4/25. Price from $2.00 to 
$2.50 179 
Rinehart 
Harre, T.E.-4¢-- TREASURES OF THE KINGDOM- price from $5.00 to $3.98 161 
Simon & Schuster 
Wouk, Herman- AURORA DAWNe definite date 4/21 13 
Viking 
Sinclair, Upton- PRESIDENTIAL MISSION- price from $3.00 to $3.50. This is 
the new price for all preceding titles in the series. 169 


Please Note: As of April 15, 1947 the retail price of the Modern Library will be fixed 
at $1.25 each; the Illustrated Modern Library at $2.50 each. The Modern Library Giants 
remain unchanged- $1.95 each. 
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May l- 
May 5- 
May 5- 


May 12- 
May 19- 
May 19- 
May 2l- 
May 22- 
May 22- 
May 23- 
May 26- 


May 23- 


May 5- 
May 2l- 
May ??- 


May 2- 


May 8- 
May le- 
May 19- 


May 22- 
May 23- 
May 29- 


_ May 22- 


May ??- 





A 


Giles, Barbara 
Caldwell, Taylor 
Motley, Willard 
Sackville-West, V. 
Thorne, Anthony 
Sinclair, Upton 
Thirkell, Angela 
Flavin, Martin 
Kersh, Gerald 
Wodehouse, P.G. 
Lewis, Sinclair 
McLaughlin, Robert 








Roberts Richard Emery THE GILDED ROOSTER (Putnam) 


Spence, Hartzell 
Leslie, Frank 
Hough, Henry Beetle 
Jones, Idwal 
King-Hall, Magdalen 


Palmer, Stuart 
Quentin, Patrick 
Holding, Elisabeth S. 


Coffin, Tris 
Lee, Clark 
Andreas-Friedrich ,R. 


Putnam, Samuel 
Richmond, Bernice 
Heinsheimer, F.W. 
Beasley, Norman 
Dublin, Leonard 


Singmaster, Elsie 
Lieb, Frederick G. 
Alsop, Gulielma 
Capa, Robert 


CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FO MAY 
nae Se 
CONTEMPORARY Price Page 
THE GENTLE BUSH (Harcourt, Brace) $3250. (236 
THERE WAS A TIME (Scribner) 2.00 ~ 133 
KNOCK ON ANY DOOR (Appleton-Century) 3.00 79 
DEVIL AT WESTEASE (Doubleday) 2:50. 172 
SO LONG AT THE FAIR (Random House) 2.50 139 
PRESIDENTIAL AGENT (Viking) 3.00 169 
PEACE BREAKS OUT (Knopf) 2.50 199 
THE ENCHANTED (Harper) 3.00 103 
PRELUDE TO A CERTAIN NIGHT (Doubleday) 2.50 174 
FULL MOON (Doubleday) 2,60 I 
KINGSBLOOD ROYAL (Random House) 3.00 169 
THE SIDE OF THE ANGELS (Knopf) 3.00 170 
PERIOD, REGIONAL 
Sete. Rae 
VAIN SHADOW (Whittlesey) 3.00 196 
THERE'S A SPOT IN MY HEART (Simon & Schuster) 2.75 139 
LONG ANCHORAGE (Appleton-Century) 3.00 196 
VERMILION (Prentice-Hall) 3.00: ie 
THE LOVELY LYNCHS (Rinehart) 2.8 176 
THRILLERS 
MISS WITHERS REGRETS (Doubleday) 2.00 143 
PUZZLE FOR PILGRIMS (Simon & Schuster) 2.00 1h3 
THE BLANK WALL (Simon & Schuster) 2.50 178 
NON - FICTION 
NATIONAL, INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
MISSOURI COMPROMISE (Little, Brown) 3.00 206 
ONE LAST LOOK AROUND (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 3.00 51 
BERLIN UNDERGROUND (Putnam) 00... 15 
BIOGRAPHY . 
PARIS WAS OUR MISTRESS (Viking) 3.00 181 
OUR ISLAND LIGHTHOUSE (Random House) 2.50 151 
MENAGERIE IN F SHARP (Doubleday) 2.79 «8 
KNUDSEN (Whittlesey) 3.75 206 
ENCHANTED STREETS (Little, Brown) 2.75. a 
Chamberlain ,Henriqueta WHERE THE SABIA SINGS (Macmillan) 3.00 183 
I SPEAK FOR THADDEUS STEVENS (Houghton) 3.50 208 
THE BOSTON RED SOX (Putnam) 3.00 165 
DEER CREEK (Vanguard) 3.00 231 
SLIGHTLY OUT OF FOCUS (Holt) 3.50 186 
OUR LUSTY FOREFATHERS (Scribner) 3.75. A 


Downey, Fairfax 
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in collaboration with Nina Schneider 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Marshall, Dean THE SILVER ROBIN reg 
2.50 

* A good story combined with lots of interesting bird lore, as a robin 

takes center of stage as adventurer-explorer in this unusual book. Bobby, the “middle 

robin", was not content with his bit of the woods; he had to wander afield and he embar- 

ked on adventures with humans. It was then he discovered the nesting place of a fleet 

cf silver wings - planes that seemed like giant birds, menace to the woods folk, until 

Bobby proved they were not alive. How he was banded and became the Silver Robin makes 

good reading, for all the family. The format - type face etc. - would make reading to 

themselves difficult below perhaps third or fourth grade, while seven year olds and 

up would like the story. Illustrated by Frank Dobias and Malcolm McGuckin.J.L.G.(Publ. ) 


Hunt, Mabel Leigh SUCH A KIND WORLD Grosset & Dunlap 
A Story Parade. Picture: Book $.50 


This is a “pretty” book with its illustrations in color by Edna Potter, 
but on turning the last page the general effect it had on two readers in any case is 
that both text and pictures seem more than a bit sentimental....The orphans of a county 
home found one of their rare pleasures in caring for old Nell, the horse put out tc 
grass. They rode her and shared even when hay and feed got too expensive. And when 
they knew she would have to be slaughtered they thought up a plan for getting the atten- 
tion of the citizens through the local newspaper - with predictable results. There's 
a bit of irony in the title - even though the story does suggest that after all it is a 
kind old world. 28 pages. Paper and board covers. (Publ.) 


Ritter, Elizabeth YOU NEVER CAN TELL Grosset & Dunlap 
A Story Parade Picture. Book $ .50 


Peas and Beans wanted a mule more than anything- and this is the story 
of how they got one. The kindly village blacksmith does his bit; the boys work hard; 
but it is kindness on the part of the nice old Colonel who found a home for a blind 
and lame old mule that solved the problem. Attractive pictures in color and line by 
Marion Holland. A slight and fairly obvious story, which needs the pictures to carry 
it. 28 pages. Paper and board covers. (Publ.) 





Brock, Emma L. A PET FOR BARBIE age 
1.50 
A gay little story of Barbie, who was given a pet- and then another and 
enother- in the hopes that they would quiet her down, for she was a wild little thing. 
An amusing succession of pets eventually led to an elephant, and gay little Barbie be- 
came so doleful that her family decided they liked her the old way better. So a good, 
noisy, naughty puppy brought back the wild note to the house. Simple and amusing tale, 
with more content than the usual book for this 5 to 8 age level. The humor at times 
is oafish- but they like it that way. Pictures in black and white by the author. (4/17) 


Note:=- Emma Brock's old favorite, TILL POTATOES GROW ON TREES, has been reissued with 
new illustrations, most of them in color, by the author. $2.50 
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Hazeltine, Alice Isabel & THE EASTER BOOK Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
Smith, Elva Sophronia $2.75 
* There's a real need to fill here; available collections to date seemed to 


be unsound in their balance. But this is very successful - a generous collection of 
poems, stories, and plays by a wide variety of authors, including such familiar names 
as Selma Lagerlof, Jan Struther, Robert Frost, A. E. Housman, Emily Dickinson, Kate 
Seredy, Elizabeth Coatsworth, Padraic Colum, Christina Rossetti, and others. There are 
excerpts from the Bible, translations of the classics, stories for every age and taste- 
an ideal seasonal volume for family, schools and library story hours. The Pamela 
Bianco illustrations have just the delicacy appropriate to the text. (Publ.) 


Andros, Guy FREDDIE THE OWL Bee: 
1.00 
Freddie was afraid of his shadow, and stayed within the security of his 
Victorian quarters in the hollow of an oak. And there Timothy Fieldmouse sought refuge, 
one night in a storm, and helped Freddie rid himsrlf of his fears. The story has or- 
iginality, the drawings in black and white by Garry Mackenzie are amusing, with their 
intricate details of the lush, plush interiors, the mouth-watering spreads, the prop- 
erties of a well-endowed owl - details that fascinate young listeners. Small format- 
cloth binding- about 32 pages. (Publ.) 


CLASSICS- FINE EDITIONS 


Yates, Elizabeth- 4. JOSEPH Knopf 
$2.00 
The King James version of the Joseph story, with wood engravings by Nora 
S. Unwin, for a handsome book which- in format- would appeal to teen agers interested 
in this type of illustration, rather than to children of the age at which the Joseph 
story is taught in Sunday School. 72 pages. Cloth binding. (Publ.) 


FICTION FOR 8 to 121 


King, Faye JUDY AND THE GOLDEN HORSE “Geet 
2.50 

Kentucky small farm life with a smattering of horse talk and horse shows 
as Judy and her little friends enjoy the pleasant routines of a small school, berry , 
picking, cookie baking, and a snippy little enmity between a farm owner aristocrat's 
daughter and Judy, child of a respected tenant farmer. Judy wins the blue ribbon and 
Daddy buys his farm. Adventures rather thin for this age level - characterization sup- 
erficial - a story that doesn't quite come off. Ill'd. by J. E. Lund. (6/21) 


Balinska, Irena THE SECRET CAMP "eae 
2.50 

This has such unusual and such good factual material that it is too bad 
we can't recommend its presentation in fictional form, which is slow motion for all but 
boys interested in the trail-blazing, map-making sides of scouting. For those, it will 
find its place. The story of the exploration and mapping of the area of “the secret 
camp", with details of a technical nature, with the struggle to keep the camp secret, 
the discovery by a nice gang of boys, the somewhat dragged in spy-kidnapping- all some- 
how fail to merge into a balanced story. Recommend on factual content. (5/7) 


Burgwyn, Mebane Holoman _ RIVER TREASURE oer 
7 2.50 
* A good story of boys, dogs, fishing and treasure - against a setting of 


the treacherous Roanoke River in the flood area of Occoneechee Neck, North Carolina. 
Guy is an orphan, a little Negro boy who lives wretchedly with his stepmother. Then 
Miss Delly and Mr. Rufus come into his life and things are different for all of them. 
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With charming detail, human adventures that march with a wealth of folk lore - while 
avoiding burlesque- this is a story of a real flood, of hopes and dreams and hard work 
gone with the waters, in a sense of real but unoppressive background for sound adventure. 
Rather sombre but effective decorative drawings in black and white by Ralph Ray. (Publ.) 


Evernden, Margery THE SECRET OF THE PORCELAIN FISH Random House 
$2.2 
* A nice story and an unusual one in its content. The “porcelain” city of 


China, as setting for the’ contest between Shen Ki, esteemed potter, and Wang, an ev'l 
merchant who wished to discover the secret of Shen Ki's fabulous porcelain. An orphan 
lad, apprenticed to Shen Ki, became entangled in the evil web, but eventually achieved 
his freedom. Interwoven with the story is a great deal of information on the art of 
porcelain making and the customs of the city. Attractive spots by Thomas Handforth 
catch the special quality of the story. A beautiful piece of bookmaking. (4/25) 


Berry, Erick THE LITTLE FARM IN THE BIG CITY ‘oe 

1,50 

There's a lot to recommend this »ook, and it falls short of success only 

in the measure to which it seems an adult's story about a boy who won the friendship 
of city neighbors through their participation in his efforts (and success) as a city 
backyard farmer. The boy himself is a lay figure - an agency through which the tiny 
city farm is achieved. And yet the story itself is an intriguing one- as he digs the 
junk out of the ash heap that was his playground, prepares the soil for a Spring garden, 
and plants corn and squash and purple cabbages to please his neighbors. The commer- 
cial success at the end, as the neighbors stage an openair market, seems a trifle ex- 
aggerated. And yet the book, with its lively illustrations and its repeat pattern of 
story telling, is fun to read. Seven and eight year olds would like it read aloud; 
third and fourth graders could read it to themselves. 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 8 to 11's 


Fisher, Lois YOU AND THE UNITED NATIONS Children's "he 
00 

I had hoped this was going to be all ‘its advance publicity claimed for 
it, but I doubt very much many bleyinning readers getting much out of it without care- 
ful direction on the part of adults (who might thereby get a few ideas themselves). 
lots of good ideas, in brief captions and engaging sketches in cartoon style, but 
there's a lack of integration, of follow-through, that seems to leave lcose ends. The 
need for a book of this kind, however, is such that - inadequate as this is - it still 
fills a gap. Gaily covered jacket suggests a younger book than the content. The ad- 
option of the book by the Girl Scouts of America should give impetus to its sale. Hoard 
covers- rather loosely stapled. 


Le Seur, Meridel LITTLE BROTHER OF THE WILDERNESS Knopf 
$2.50 
* A successful retelling of an American legend- in the story of Johnny Apple- 


seed, Meridel Le Seur has successfully caught its engaging quality of folk lore. ... 
Jchn Chapman was determined that America should have apple trees in its opening West, — 
and with his sack of apple seeds he traveled extensively, leaving the trail of seedlings 
to mark his passage. Sometimes the text gets a little apocalyptic, but in the main 
there is an open quality to this story of a curfous 19th century hero. Pictures by 
Betty Alden complement the text - colorful, gay, almost naive. Cloth binding. 68 pages. 


FICTION - 12 to 15 


Felsen, Henry Gregor FLYING CORRESPONDENT Dutton 


A good tight yarn by the author of Submarine Sailor and Struggle Is Our 
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Brother - swell stuff for Junior High School readers. Seth Rantoul, correspondent for 
Leatherneck and his photographer pal Dave Wheaton, cover the last month of the war 
from Hawaii to Japan. Their innate curiosity, together with official orders, get them 
into all manner of tight and breath-taking spots, culminating in capture and near-disas- 
ter at the hands of the Japanese. The writing is clean and direct, the technical details 
of flying, radar, etc. are accurate and credible, and the personalities of the two youths 
are winning. To be sure the adventures stretch the long arm of coincidence to breaking 
points - and there's a bang-bang climax involving rescue via the atom bomb, a meting 
with the Japanese underground, and the foiling of a plot to assassinate General MacArthur. 
But this is the sort of book that bridges the gap between a yen for the comics and a 
taste for more substantial fare. Incidentally, this is the first time I've liked Woodi 
Ishmael's illustrations. (Publ.) 


Lambert, Janet PRACTICALLY PERFECT Dutton 
$2.25 
Another Penny Parrish story, in which the glamorous Penny achieves a 
veritable suds of romance as she must choose among three highly eligible young men. 
She wants the not too polished, lean Bogart - but has days of heartache before she finds 
that he has hidden his love because he thought he had no chance. There's theatre stuff, 
of course, and- regretfully, we acknowledge - there's a somewhat spurious glamour sett- 
ing of butler-cum-estate, of values that bear too much resemblance to a grade-B Holly- 
wood idyll. And the climax, too, is right along that line. ‘Teen agers will eat it 
up- though the upper teens should recognize its soap opera qualities. Not top drawer 
Janet Lambert, in spite of her facility in spinning a yarn, her sense of what youth 
wants, her good dialogue and pace. (Publ.) 


Kyle , Elisabeth HOLLY HOTEL Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.00 — 
There's an impoverished family in the big Holly House, in the Scottish 
village of Whistleblow, and they solve their financial problems by taking in first two 
desolate but well-to-do English children who needed mothering, and two strange men, who 
brought mystery with them. The valuable Mungo Blythe letter became the object of in- 
tensive search, with the children as partners. Plenty of action, good atmosphere, some 
picturesque characters, and nice details of village life, with an exciting side excur- 


sion to Glasgow. (6/22) 
NON-FICTION - 12 to 15 


Carmer, Carl FOR THE RIGHTS OF MEN Hinds, Hayden & Eldredge 
(105 Fifth Ave. NYC) $2.00 
* Inspiring material handled by a skilled craftsman, historian and teacher, 


who has chosen to illustrate the fight for American civil liberties, some familiar but 
many unfamiliar figures in our history. Here are tales of real Americans who risked 
life and property in a struggle to uphold the Bill of Rights, dramatic stories of the 
few who saw against the many who were blind:- Andrew Hamilton, John Peter Zenger, Bill 
Prendergast, George Clinton, Matthew Lyon, William Lloyd Garrison, Elijah Lovejoy, John 
Peter Altgeld - men who helped established precedents and interpretations of the Am- 
erican form of democracy. Famous names come into the stories,- Alexamier Hamilton, Thom- 
as Jefferson, Roger Williams, Thomas Paine and others - but the focus is on these rela- 
tively unknown, unsung heroes. Good history- good Americans. Illustrated by reproduc- 
tions of old engravings. For schools and public libraries. (Publ.) 


Stevenson, 0. J. THE TALKING WIRE we or 
2.50 

Alexander Graham Bell, whose centennial is being celebrated this year, is 
the subject of this biography - and its timeliness is its chief value. Otherwise, it 
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is run-of-the-mill, pedestrian stuff. Bell wasn't a glamorous figure. This covers 
his boyhood in Scotland, migration to Canada, his career as teacher of speech and in- 
ventor, his laborious arrival at fame and fortune, and his death in 1922. Too bad 

the biographer feels impelled to go into such diatribes against the nothingnesses that 
go across the wires today, and such purple passages ae he indulges in regarding the 
worldshaking significance of the invention of the telephone. The book would have meant 
more had there been more thoughtful discussion of the scientific problems with which 
Bell wrestled - or some sense of period and background. As it stands, the scientific 
aspects are negligible and the world he lived in seems a vaccuum- so far as this book 
is concerned, Too bad - a good opportunity missed. Ill'd. (4/25) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Vote:- Check on both titles in 12 to 15 sectton - pages 218 and 219- since the market 
for FLYING CORRESPONDENT and for PRACTICALLY PERFECT covers both Junior and Senior High. 
And in the section following- repeat on THE RIGHTS OF MEN, P. 219. 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


White, Charles D. HANDBOOK OF SAILING ~ Crowell 
$3.00 


Here's a competent one-volume substitute for the standard Calahan vol- 
umes on sailing and racing (Macmillan). Essentials of seamanship, based on actual 
yacht club lessons. The text starts with the selection of the boat, basic structure 
and parts, and ends with yachting etiquette and emergencies. There is grounding on 
fundamental information, instruction in handling of a boat, nautical terminology, do's 
and don't'’s, and an overall background for the three stages of sailing. For fuller 


report, see P. 184. (5/23) 


Rivers, Don YOUR CAREER IN ADVERTISING a on 

3.00 
For those interested in advertising as a career, here is a sprightly, 

informative book in an established series. Advertising as a lively, pleasant, demanding 

way of life - the various requirements - aspects of advertising from art layout through 

research- market, press and public relations, and so on. Proper groundwork, preparation 

for the career, training, job getting and the future promise in this field are succinctly 

presented by a man who knows what he is taking about. Bibliography. Index. Spot illus- 


trations. (5/23) NY, 


Singmaster, Elsie I SPEAK FOR THADDEUS STEVENS Houghton, gees 
3.50 
Highly interpretive biography of a proud, absolute, honest fighter, an 
American statesman who knew poverty and hardships, but who learned the quality of defen- 
ding his beliefs. From Vermont, to Dartmouth, to Gettysburg and Lancaster- fighting 
for his ideals; then to Washington where as Congressman he fought for emancipation. 
After the Civil War he was hated for his radical reconstruction program - he fought 
President Johnson- he died, his fight unfinished. A very adult biography, in selection 
of episodes and characters, in narrative quality. See P. 208 for full report. (5/22) 





Perez, Luis EL COYOTE THE REBEL Holt 
; $2.75 

Autobiography of a Mexican lad who at 11 was a soldier in the Mexican 

rebel army - and who, after graduation from Hollywood High School became an American 
citizen. In between he was twice a deserter, twice reinstated. He picked cotton in 
Arizona. he got his education here and there- and had some emotional education on the 
side. His life history has unconscious drama and humor. For full report see P. 184. 


(5/23) 
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Curle, Richard STAMP COLLECTING Knopf 
$3.00 
A basic book on a favorite hebby, this covers history and practice of 
stamp collecting, preserves a balanced point of view. He suggests the starting of a 
collection in catholic terms; the study of history of early stamps, of fashions in coun- 
tries and stamps, condition, bargains, frauds, remainders and reprints. Excellent in- 
troduction. For fuller report see P. 206. (5/15) 


Dubkin, Leonard ENCHANTED STREETS Little, Brown 
$2.75 
Natural history in Chicago, as the author, jobless, pursues his passion 
of outdoor observation, social commentary in relation to the worlds of those creatures 
that crawl, walk, fly, glide, swim - or just grow. Here are the city’s seasons, the 
discoveries of unimportant facts of purely personal adventure, the phenomena of the 
unnoticed. Generally unorthodox, personal nature observation, with humor, wry critic- 
ism, and an appeal for all ages interested in looking béhind the scenes. Very nice of 
its kind. Illustrated by Edouard Sandoz. For fuller report see P. 207. - (5/19) 


Lieb, Frederick G. THE BOSTON RED SOX ‘cas 
$3.00 
The ups and downs of one-of the great baseball teams of all times. The 
Red Sox with their many American League championships, their winning the world series. 
Full of dramatic victories, of great ball players like Speaker, Joe Wood; of great 
managers like Carrigan and Joe Cronin. Not up to some in this series but fans will want 
them all. For full report see P. 185 (5/23) 


Callahan, North THE ARMED FORCES AS A CAREER ges or 
! 3.00 
What the Army, the Navy, the Marines or the Coast Guard have to offer, 
careerwise, in an inspection of each branch. A brief history of each service, oppor- 
tunities for enlisted men, for officers, the leading schools and academies, retire- 
ment, etc. The appendix lists tables of pay and compensation. No propaganda - just 
a@ practical assessment of the advantages. For full report see P. 209. (May) 


Lips, Julius E. THE ORIGIN OF THINGS A. ¢ Wyn 
5.00 

The bases of modern living as they originated in primitive cultures the 
world over, popularly retraced by a well-known anthropologist. This goes back to the 
foundations of tools, habits, traditions, beliefs; of houseforms, fire, light, food; 
of the use of cosmetics and jewels; of the necessities of hunting and agriculture; of 
the first machines and inventions, the early crafts and trades; food, drink, games, 
sports, dances; transportation, communication; education and the law; magic and reli- 
gion. For full report see P. 207. (5/19) 


FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Hunt, Evelyn H. MUSIC TIME | Viking 
$2.50 
* A comprehensive, critical collection of the best in modern nursery school 


music for play, rhythms, music training and singing. Simple, unpretentious verses tell 
of everyday activities, and the slight illustrations suggest play activity. All the 
music indicates active participation on the part of the children. Parents and teachers 
will find this book an invaluable aid to early music enjoyment. Big format- sturdy 
cloth backing- 48 pages. Illustratioms by Eileen Evans. 








